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i, Jt is reported that the Sxclan Government has seriously weakened the Liberal 
Party (Hieh aleAhrar) prior to elections by detaching from it Naghat Marilule, 
an ardent and influential Parter mother. ‘the Party ia notably pro-Hashimi te 
and composed largely of elemente of tha old Shahbandax Party. (The Shabanderiste, 
followers of Dr. ‘abd al.-Hahmen Shahbandar, one of the leaders of the 192527 
revolt, have opposed Jamil Merdam and the National Bles for a nuuber of yeare.} 
Hazhat Mamluk is. an old~tins Shahbandarist,; as well as an advocate 9; sbdellah's 


Greater Syria, Soares reports that hia friendship with Abdallah, his open purse, 
and his wide influence in amasces hava contrituted mich to tha Hashimite cause. 


Mamluk is a wealthy landowner who Was cnce director of police in North Syria. 


22 The Governuent attempted to lure hin away from his opposition activities by 
offering him the Directorship of MIRA, the Government what monopoly, This 
position is a tempting ons, as it provides almost wilimited patronage out 
of tha range of normal. governmental control and accounting, and it offars 
SMornous opportunities for personal profit through the diversion and sale 
of govermnent wheat. Mamie is reported to have acoepted the Goveroment sg 
oifer, thersby disqualifying himself as a candidate for election and en 
apponsnt of Government policies. 
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